
AQA History A-Level, Summer Transition Work

Name: _____________________________________

Requirements:
- You are to complete the booklet, in full, before you register 

in September. 
- You will be assessed on the knowledge in this booklet in 

your ‘baseline’ assessment at the start of Year 12. 
- Within your baseline assessment, you will be required to 

write one extended writing piece to analyse the ‘value’ of a 
written interpretation (source) and one essay when you 
analyse the ‘validity’ of the historiography. Both essays will 
draw from the content in this booklet.

Checklist:
Once you have finished each task, check it off the list below

Section Done?

1- Tudor England: Reading
You will need to learn the information for your baseline 
assessment.

2- Tudor England: Key Vocabulary and ‘Hinterland’ Knowledge 

4- Germany: Key Vocabulary and ‘Hinterland’ Knowledge 

5- Germany: Reading 
You will need to learn the information for your baseline 
assessment.



Section 1: Tudor England  Reading 

Read and highlight the following introductory passage. Google any words that you do not understand.

The Tudor dynasty were a family of rulers who ruled England from the coronation of Henry VII in 1485 to the death of Elizabeth I in 1603. During the 
Tudor period, England experienced a cultural ‘golden age’ in the English Renaissance with advancements to art and portraiture , architecture, 
fashion and literature. However, the Tudor period also brought about decades of religious turmoil and change beginning with the English 
Reformation, under Henry VIII and ending with relative religious stability at the end of the reign of Elizabeth I. 

Background to the Tudor Dynasty: How did Henry VII take the throne?

Henry VII came to the throne at the end of a series of bitter civil wars called ‘the Wars of the Roses’ (1455-1487).  Two rival houses of the 
Plantagenet bloodline, the House of Lancaster and the House of York, were fighting for the English throne. Each rival house believed that they 
were the legitimate (legal) heirs and that they had a God-given right to rule (divine right). This period caused severe instability with 32 years of 
bloodshed and division in which several kings were usurped and deposed. 
 
In 1483, 12-year-old Edward V (son of Elizabeth Woodville and Edward IV) succeeded the throne after the death of his father. Edward was from the 
House of York. However, as Edward was too young to reign alone, his uncle Richard, Duke of Gloucester, had to act as Protector (ruled on his 
behalf). In the Summer of 1483, Richard declared his nephew Edward V illegitimate, arrested his allies and crowned himself King Richard III. This 
means that he usurped the throne because he took it illegally and was not the rightful heir. 12-year-old Edward and his 9-year-old brother, 
Richard, Duke of York were arrested and imprisoned in the Tower of London where they went missing. It is presumed that they were murdered by 
their uncle, Richard III so that he could take the English throne for himself. The mystery is known as ‘the Princes in the Tower.’

Henry Tudor was from the House of Lancaster but his mother, Lady Margaret Beaufort was born into the House of York (she married a 
Lancastrian). This meant that she was the second cousin of both Edward IV and Richard III. In 1483, Lady Margaret Beaufort, started to prepare 
her son, Henry Tudor, to challenge Richard III for the throne. She made Henry take an oath to marry Elizabeth of York (daught er of Edward IV and 
Elizabeth Woodville and older sister of the ‘Princes in the Tower’). Lady Margaret Beaufort knew that this would give Henry a strong claim to the 
throne as Elizabeth of York was the daughter of the former king.

On 22nd August 1485, Richard III (House of York) was defeated by Henry Tudor (House of Lancaster) at the Battle of Bosworth Field. As a result, 
Henry Tudor was crowned ‘Henry VII’ and became the first Tudor King of England. In order to consolidate his power and attempt to bring an end to 
the Wars of the Roses, Henry VII married Elizabeth of York. This strengthened Henry VII’s claim to the throne and meant that any heirs that were 
born to Henry VII and Elizabeth of York would have a strong, legitimate claim to the throne. Furthermore, their heirs would be half-Lancastrian and 
half-Yorkist by blood which would bring the two warring factions together. 

As a symbol of peace, the Yorkist Rose (White) and the Lancastrian Rose (Red) were combined to make the Tudor Rose (see below). This 
symbolised the start of the Tudor Dynasty.

When Henry VII came to the throne, it was crucial that he consolidate his power. However, he still faced the following problems: 
- Henry VII had not been raised to think that he was going to be king. Therefore, he had not been prepared for the job and init ially lacked some of 

the skills and education needed to rule. Furthermore, Henry had lived in exile in Brittany from aged 14 because the Yorkists were on the 
throne. He returned in 1485 to take the throne but had little experience within the country that he was ruling. 

- Henry VII had no real discernible claim to the throne. His claim depended on his mother being a descendant of John of Gaunt ( third son of 
Edward III who ruled from 1327-77). However, this was also weakened because this line was illegitimate (her great, great, great grandfather 
was John of Gaunt’s son but was born from an affair). This meant that Henry’s claim to the throne was insecure and tedious. 

- Henry did not come to the throne through traditional means (succession) and was the last English king to come to power due to a victory in 
battle. It was his victory and the Battle of Bosworth alone that allowed Henry to take power. As a result, many Yorkists viewed Henry as a 
usurper and did not support his marriage to Elizabeth of York. 

- As a result of Henry’s lack of discernible claim to the throne, some believed that he had usurped the throne and was not the legitimate king. 
The greatest threat that Henry faced was from Margaret of Burgundy who was the sister of Richard III and Edward IV (aunt of t he ‘Princes in the 
Tower’ and Elizabeth of York) and had the power and money to fund ‘pretenders.’ These were people who pretended to have claims to the 
throne and attempted to overthrow Henry VII. The most notable was Perkin Warbeck. Warbeck pretended to be Richard of York (younger 
brother of Edward V, youngest of the ‘Princes in the Tower’). Margaret of Burgandy funded him and trained him as a potential Yorkist Prince. 
However, Warbeck’s attempts to challenge Henry for the throne failed as he was never able to garner enough support within Eng land and 
relied on foreign assistance.

Task 1: Use the information above to create a thinking map to answer the 
question ‘What happened during the ‘Wars of the Roses?’ Include the 
following:
- What was the Wars of the Roses? Who fought?
- What happened to the Princes in the Tower?
- How did Henry VII come to the throne?
- Why did Henry VII marry Elizabeth of York? How did it bring the Wars of 

the Roses to a close?

Task 2: Use the information above to create a thinking map to answer the question ‘What problems did Henry VII 
face?’ Include the following:
- Why was Henry VII unprepared to be king?
- What was Henry VII’s claim to the throne and why was it questionable?
- Why were the ‘pretenders’ a threat? 
- Why was Margaret of Burgundy a threat?



Below: Plantagenet Family Tree: key figures are circled for reference

Left: Henry VII 
(Henry Tudor) and 
Elizabeth of York. 

Henry VII’s 
marriage to 
Elizabeth of York 
brought an end to 
the Wars of the 
Roses, a 32 year 
civil war between 
the House of 
Lancaster and the 
House of York.

Task 3: Make a ‘fact file’ on Henry VII. It should be one A4 page and should include the following headings:

- Henry VII’s early life
- Henry VII’s experience during the Wars of the Roses
- Henry VII’s claim to the throne
- Henry VII’s marriage to Elizabeth of York

If you wish, you could split your A4 page into four equal boxes (one for each heading) and make bullet -pointed notes 
within the boxes. You can use the information on the prior page and information from the internet to help you. 

Task 4: Use the internet to research the definitions for the key terms on the following page. Write a concise, clear 
definition for each piece of vocabulary. These key terms will be crucial to your understanding in September.  



Key term Meaning

Monarch

Civil War

Heir 

Succession 

Usurp

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Alliance

Foreign 
Policy 

Domestic 
Policy 

The Pope

Privy 
Council

Section 2:  Tudor England Key Vocabulary.



Key term Meaning

Democracy 

Dictatorship

Autocracy

Revolution 

Armistice

‘Revolution 
from above’

Revolution from 
below

Constitution 

Reichstag

Socialism 

Communism

SPD (As in the 
German 
Political Party)

Section 3: Germany Key Vocabulary and ‘Hinterland’ Knowledge

Use the internet to help you to find a good, clear definition for each and write it onto the table. 



Key term Meaning

Kaiser

Abdicate

Mutiny 

Proportional 
Representation 
(search for 
proportional 
representation 
in Weimar 
Germany)

Weimar 
Republic 

Social 

Economic

Chancellor 
(again, search 
for in Germany) 

Weimar 
Constitution 

Article 48

Reparations 

Section 3: Germany Key Vocabulary and ‘Hinterland’ Knowledge

Use the internet to help you to find a good, clear definition for each and write it onto the table. 



Section 4: Germany before 1890 reading

Read and make notes to prepare for your baseline assessment
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