st | 2021 AQA History A-Level, Summer Transition Work

I PAHS|:=
Name:
V’

Requirements:

- You are to complete the booklet, in full, before you register
in September.

- You will be assessed on the knowledge in this booklet in
your ‘baseline’ assessment at the start of Year 12.

- Within your baseline assessment, you will be required to
write one extended writing piece to analyse the ‘value’ of a
written interpretation (source) and one essay when you
analyse the ‘validity’ of the historiography. Both essays will
draw from the content in this booklet.

Checklist:
Once you have finished each task, check it off the list below

Section Done?

1- Tudor England: Reading
You will need to learn the information for your baseline
assessment.

2- Tudor England: Key Vocabulary and ‘Hinterland’ Knowledge

4- Germany: Key Vocabulary and ‘Hinterland’ Knowledge

5- Germany: Reading
You will need to learn the information for your baseline
assessment.




Section 1: Tudor England Reading
Read and highlight the following introductory passage. Google any words that you do not understand.

The Tudor dynasty were a family of rulers who ruled England from the coronation of Henry VIl in 1485 to the death of Elizabeth | in 1603. During the
Tudor period, England experienced a cultural ‘golden age’ in the English Renaissance with advancements to art and portraiture, architecture,
fashion and literature. However, the Tudor period also brought about decades of religious turmoil and change beginning with the English
Reformation, under Henry VIl and ending with relative religious stability at the end of the reign of Elizabeth I.

Background to the Tudor Dynasty: How did Henry VIl take the throne?

Henry VIl came to the throne atthe end of a series of bitter civil wars called ‘the Wars of the Roses’ (1455-1487). Two rivalhouses of the
Plantagenet bloodline, the House of Lancaster and the House of York, were fighting for the English throne. Each rival house believed that they
were the legitimate (legal) heirs and that they had a God-given right to rule (divine right). This period caused severe instability with 32 years of
bloodshed and division in which several kings were usurped and deposed.

In 1483, 12-year-old Edward V (son of Elizabeth Woodville and Edward 1V) succeeded the throne afterthe death of his father. Edward was from the
House of York. However, as Edward was too young to reign alone, his uncle Richard, Duke of Gloucester, had to act as Protector (ruled on his
behalf). In the Summer of 1483, Richard declared his nephew Edward Villegitimate, arrested his allies and crowned himself King Richard Ill. This
means thathe usurped the throne because he tookiitillegally and was not the rightful heir. 12-year-old Edward and his 9-year-old brother,
Richard, Duke of York were arrested and imprisoned in the Tower of London where they went missing. It is presumed thatthey were murdered by
theiruncle, Richard Il so that he could take the English throne for himself. The mystery is known as ‘the Princes in the Tower.’

Henry Tudorwas from the House of Lancaster but his mother, Lady Margaret Beaufort was born into the House of York (she married a
Lancastrian). This meant that she was the second cousin of both Edward IV and Richard lll. In 1483, Lady Margaret Beaufort, started to prepare
herson, Henry Tudor, to challenge Richard Ill for the throne. She made Henry take an oath to marry Elizabeth of York (daughter of Edward IV and
Elizabeth Woodville and older sisterof the ‘Princesin the Tower’). Lady Margaret Beaufort knew that this would give Henry a strong claim to the
throne as Elizabeth of York was the daughter of the former king.

On 22nd August 1485, Richard 11l (House of York) was defeated by Henry Tudor (House of Lancaster) at the Battle of Bosworth Field. As a result,
Henry Tudorwas crowned ‘Henry VI and became the first Tudor King of England. In order to consolidate his powerand attempt to bringan end to
the Wars of the Roses, Henry VIl married Elizabeth of York. This strengthened Henry VII’s claim to the throne and meant that any heirs that were
born to Henry VIl and Elizabeth of York would have a strong, legitimate claim to the throne. Furthermore, their heirs would be half-Lancastrian and
half-Yorkist by blood which would bring the two warring factions together.

As a symbol of peace, the Yorkist Rose (White) and the Lancastrian Rose (Red) were combined to makethe Tudor Rose (see below). This
symbolised the start of the Tudor Dynasty.

Task 1: Use the information above to create a thinking map to answer the
= question ‘What happened during the ‘Wars of the Roses?’ Include the
following:
Lancaster York - What was the Wars of the Roses? Who fought?
- What happened to the Princes in the Tower?
- Howdid Henry VIl come to the throne?

Q - Why did Henry VIl marry Elizabeth of York? How did it bring the Wars of

the Roses to a close?

Tudor

When Henry VIl came to the throne, it was crucial that he consolidate his power. However, he still faced the following proble ms:

- Henry VIl had not been raised to think that he was going to be king. Therefore, he had not been prepared for the job and initially lacked some of
the skills and education needed to rule. Furthermore, Henry had lived in exile in Brittany from aged 14 because the Yorkists were on the
throne. He returned in 1485 to take the throne but had little experience within the country that he was ruling.

- Henry VIl had noreal discemible claim to the throne. His claim depended on his mother being a descendant of John of Gaunt (third son of
Edward Il who ruled from 1327-77). However, this was also weakened because this line was illegitimate (hergreat, great, great grandfather
was John of Gaunt’s son butwas born from an affair). This meant that Henry’s claim to the throne was insecure and tedious.

- Henry did not come to the throne through traditional means (succession) and was the last English king to cometo power due to a victory in
battle. It was his victory and the Battle of Bosworth alone that allowed Henry to take power. As a result, many Yorkists viewed Henry as a
usurper and did not support his marriage to Elizabeth of York.

- As aresultof Henry’s lack of discemible claimto the throne, some believed that he had usurped the throne and was notthe legitimate king.
The greatest threat that Henry faced was from Margaret of Burgundy who was the sister of Richard Ill and Edward IV (aunt of the ‘Princes in the
Tower’ and Elizabeth of York) and had the power and money to fund ‘pretenders.’ These were people who pretended to have claims to the
throne and attempted to overthrow Henry VII. The most notable was Perkin Warbeck. Warbeck pretended to be Richard of York (younger
brother of Edward V, youngest of the ‘Princes in the Tower’). Margaret of Burgandy funded him and trained him as a potential Yorkist Prince.
However, Warbeck’s attempts to challenge Henry for the throne failed as he was never ableto garmer enough support within England and
relied on foreign assistance.

Task 2: Use the information above to create a thinking map to answer the question ‘What problems did Henry VII
face?’ Include the following:

- Why was Henry VIl unprepared to be king?

- Whatwas HenryVII’s claim to the throne and whywas it questionable?

- Why were the ‘pretenders’ a threat?

- Why was Margaret of Burgundy a threat?




Below: Plantagenet Family Tree: key figures are circled for reference
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Left: Henry VII
(Henry Tudor) and
Elizabeth of York.

Henry VII’s
marriage to
Elizabeth of York
brought an endto
the Wars of the
Roses, a 32 year
civil war between
the House of
Lancaster and the
House of York.

- Henry VIlI’s early life

- Henry VII’s claim to the throne

- Henry VII’s marriage to Elizabeth of York

- Henry VII’s experience during the Wars of the Roses

Task 3: Make a ‘fact file’ on Henry VII. It should be one A4 page and should include the following headings:

Ifyou wish, you could split your A4 page into four equal boxes (one for each heading) and make bullet-pointed notes
within the boxes. You can use the information on the prior page and information from the internet to help you.

Task 4: Usethe internet to research the definitions for the key terms on the following page. Write a concise, clear
definition for each piece of vocabulary. These key terms will be crucial to your understanding in September.




Section 2: Tudor England Key Vocabulary.

Key term Meaning

Monarch

CivilWar

Heir

Succession

Usurp

Legitimate

Ilegitimate

Alliance

Foreign
Policy

Domestic
Policy

The Pope

Privy
Council




Section 3: Germany Key Vocabulary and ‘Hinterland’ Knowledge

Use theinternet to help you to find a good, clear definition for each and write it onto the table.

Key term Meaning

Democracy

Dictatorship

Autocracy

Revolution

Armistice

‘Revolution
fromabove’

Revolution from
below

Constitution

Reichstag

Socialism

Communism

SPD (As in the
German
Political Party)




Section 3: Germany Key Vocabulary and ‘Hinterland’ Knowledge

Use theinternet to help you to find a good, clear definition for each and write it onto the table.

Key term Meaning

Kaiser

Abdicate

Mutiny

Proportional
Representation
(searchfor
proportional
representation
in Weimar
Germany)

Weimar
Republic

Social

Economic

Chancellor
(again, search
forin Germany)

Weimar
Constitution

Article 48

Reparations




Section 4: Germany before 1890 reading

(Germany before 1390

DENMARK
o)) >
o S,

3 A Alsace-Lorraine
S ich B Baden
3 The German Reic B Baamn
. The German Reich, which was D Hesse
established in 1871, was referred to E Mecklenburg
as the Second Reich. The First Reich, z 2';?&“’9
the Holy Roman Empire which lasted | Wiirttemberg
from 962 until 1806, was a loose I Thuringian States

{ SWITZERLAND
The German Reich, 1871-1918

ACLOSER LOOK

confederation of mainly German
states ruled over by the Holy Roman

Read and make notes to prepare for your baseline assessment

Emperor. For much of the history of
the Holy Roman Empire, the emperor
was also the ruler of Austria.

During the Second Reich (or Second

Empire), there were three Kaisers:

INTRODUCTION .

Kaiser Wilhelm 1, 1871-88
Kaiser Frederick, 1888
Kaiser Wilhelm 11, 1888-1918.

Revolution
In 1848 Germany, which was at that time a collection of
39 separate states, experienced a number of revolutions in
many parts of the country. The revolutionaries tried to
force their rulers to allow greater political freedom, more
representative forms of government and the unification of
the separate states into one Germany. By 1849 the
revolutionaries had been defeated and across Germany the
kings and princes regained their power. The
revolutionaries” dreams of a united Germany appeared to
be as far from realisation as ever.

Change and continuity

By 1914 Germany had been united into a single Reich
(Empire). This Reich had a constitution that established a
Reichstag (Imperial Parliament) which was elected by all
adult males. Germany in this period had undergone more
change — political, social and economic — than any other
country in Europe; many of the aims of those who led the
revolutions of 1848 would appear to have been achieved.
The political changes, however, had been brought about not
through popular pressure but through a process of ‘reform
from above’. One state, Prussia, had united Germany
under its leadership through a series of wars between 1864
and 1871. The constitution, which was then introduced
for the new Reich, despite making concessions to demands
for a parliamentary system of government, recognised the
King of Prussia as the sovereign power within the state.

Challenges

After 1871 the Reich grew in military and economic
strength to become one of the great powers of Europe.
There were, however, many challenges to be faced.



» There were many Germans who opposed the unification

of the Reich under Prussian domination. Religious

differences, traditional loyaltics and the presence within

the Reich of non-German minorities continued to divide

the people. The challenge for the government was o

integrate all these groups into a single nation, The German

Reich itself was a large, new state in central Europe which
had been created by force of arms and which completely
altered the balance of power in Europe. Wichin the Reich
there were large non-German minorities: the Poles in
Prussia’s eastern provinces, the Danes in Schleswig-Holstein
and French in Alsace-Lorraine. There were also many

Germans living outside the Reich, especially in Austria,

» Social and economic change brought new tensions into
German society. The most serious opposition to the
monarchical system of government came from the Social
Democratic (socialist) party, which, from the late 18705,
was gaining support from workers in the growing
industrial areas. With its revolutionary ideology the SPD
appeared to threaten the very survival of the Reich.

* The Reich had been established through Prussian
military victorics, especially those over Austria in 1866
and France in 1871. Once established, however, the
long-term survival of the Reich depended on Germany
remaining militarily powerful and on its ability to
neutralise any future threats from these or other powers,

Bismarck
During the period 1862-90 one man, Otto von Bismarck,

dominated German politics.

In the space of nine years and through three wars,

Bismarck had succeeded in uniting Germany under

Prussian leadership. Whar is clear, is thar his very presence over a
period of 28 years brought a sense of stability and
continuity to Prussian and German government.

* Bismarck himself occupied a pivotal position at the
centre of BOVernment. He controlled the
governments of Prussia and the Reich, He alone, of all the
ministers, appc.'ucd before the Reichstag o exphin his
policies. His unique relationship with the Kaiser enabled
him to control all the important affairs of state and his
skill as a politician and a diplomat enabled him to balance
all the compering forces in this complex structure.

Resch

ge, although this had linle
Jerman

ged the anification of Germany being achicved by
growing political tension within the

the German people themselves, through democratic electsons and popular
consers, In the event, unification was achieved by the military victories of the

Prussian army in & serses of wass against Denmark, Austria and France. This

posed a dilemma for many German nationalists. The new German Reich was

in the years 871 to 1914, as the Reichatag increastngly became tive focus for

not exactly the one they had wanted: Austria was excluded, and it was ruled
apposilon partics to challenge the rule of the Kaiser.

over by the Prussian Kaiser (Emperor), aot by a government clected by the
people. But the Redch did include nsost Germans and it gave them a sense of
with a Relchstag elected by universal male suffra

real power. Thisled to

national pride. There was also a democratic element in the new government,

Most nationalists enviss

Reichstag: 1re glocred lower house of
the berman parliament

Universal male sufirage: a sustorn
iInwhich every adult male has the
night 1o wate in glections

Otto von Bismarch, (815-9%



GERMANY IN 1890

The Germany of 1890 was very different from that which
had existed in 1848, In the place of 39 states, loosely
linked together in a German Confederation dominated by
Austria, there was, in 1890, 2 German Reich dominated by
Prussia. The economy had grown and developed and
Germany was on the verge of becoming the world's second
largest industrial economy. More of the German people
lived in towns and cities and worked in industry. German
manulascrurers had established themselves as major
suppliers to overseas markets. In some respects, the
German political system was more advanced than most
other European countries, with a Reichstag elecred by
universal male suffrage, and the most extensive social
\\'le.;lfc l‘cl‘.cﬁ(ﬁ 0" ;ln_\' L(lu"ll)’.

To many observers, thercfore, Germany was a modern
state, Yer there were still powerful elements of the old
Germany entrenched in the political and social structure of
the Reich. It had a monarchical system which left ultimate
power in the hands of the Kaiser. Most of the royal houses
which ruled their separate states in 1848 still retained their
thrones within the Reich. In Prussia, the Junker
landowning aristocracy stll kept their dominant position
within the political system, the army and the civil service
of the state. This tension between the traditional and the
modern was becoming increasingly difficult to manage as
Germany underwent far-reaching social and economic
change.

Wilhelmine Germany :

The period 1890-1914 is usually referred o as (hF .
Wilhelmine period because, according to many Iust‘oruns.
it was characterised by the ‘personal rule’ of the Kaiser,
Wilhelm IL During this period the strength ol the main
opposition group, the Social Democratic Party, incrc.m.-d
until by 1912 it was the largest party in the Reichstag. To
meet this challenge the government tried to unite all non-
soctalist political parties behind it (.S].'mm(m:gg.’w'/::t'fi‘)
through a policy of overseas expansion ( Welspolizik).
Neither of these strategies was successful and by 1914 therc
was a sense of crisis pervading the German government.

el Mhmhm

B Ring of Prussia (HomeNzol1em

dynasty) and Emperor of Germany,
18881918

® Belleved in e DIVINE WGHT OF KINGS

B Ap unstable, impulsive character

B Had an inferiority complex, but was
determined 1o assert both himsedl
and German power

8 Supported a more assertive
Weltpolitlk

B Abdicated in 1918

B Died in Holland in 1941



How united was the German Reich?

After the creation of the Second Reich in 1871 conflics of economic
interest, religious conrroversy, class conflice and political factionalism all
had the potential to divide the loyalties of the German people and
undermmine the unity of the Reich.

THE PROBLEMS

When the German Reich (Empire) was created in 1871 it was achicved
by the force of Prussian arms over the opposition of enrrenched forces in
other German states. Diespite the charade aced our ar Versailles when
Wilhelm | was ‘invited’ by the other German princes 1o adope the nifde of
German Kaiser (Emperor), the unification of Germany was imposed by
Prussia. As we have seen, there were strong forces in Germany that were
pressing for greater political unity, particularly the indusirial and
commercial middle class, and the war against France had unleashed a
wave of parriotic German fecling that revealed an underlying current of
support for a unired Germany. Opposition to unihcation, however, was
also very strong, particularly among the rulers of the German states which
would lose cheir idensity wathin the new Reich, Particularism was present
in all parts of Germany but was strongest in the southern seates. 1F the
new Reich were to Fulfil its role of providing a focus of loyalty for all
Germans these differences would have to be sccommodated within ies

constieutional scructure,

Germany was a large and diverse country. There were significant reghonal
differences beeween nocth and south and berween east and west. Recent
economic development had widened the difference berween the more
industrialised western part of Germany and dhe more agranian cast. This
gap would continue to widen in the first rwenty years of the Reich's
history as industrialisation gathered speed. Religious diversity also divided
the nation and rended o reinforee the gap berween the nomh and the
south and the cast and the west, The inclusion of small but significane
national minaritics wichin the Reich — Poles, Danes and the inhabitants
of Alsace—Lorraine — added 10 the cultural diversity of Germany but had
the potential for weakening the unity of the state. German sociery also
exhibired wide class differences and the gap between classes was increasing
becawse of rapid social and economic change.

The Reichstag

The Reichstag. svmbaolised the uniny of the

Reich. Elected by universal manhood suffrage, through nanonal elections
hased on constimencies in every state and region of Germany, the
Reichstag was the one truly national institurion within the complex
governmental structure of the Reich. I abilivy vo fulfil its role as a foous
af national unity, however, was hampered by a number of factors. Firsly,
the lack of genuine power over the accountability of ministers and over
the initiation of legislation pushed the Reichseag into a position where
opposition o the government was its only means of asserting isell
Conflict berween the government and the Reichstag was a regular feature
of the politics of the Second Reich and was increasing in intensity during
the 1880s, This is not to say thar many deputies were comfortable wich
placing themselves in oppasition to the state. Many Geemans and their
patliamenmary rEpresenanives from a wide ipectrum of polirics would
have agreed with the influenial historian Treitschke, whe wrowe that
undeviating support for the stare was the only correct way for a true
German o behave in politics. Deputics from many parties were reluctant
1o challenge the political establishment and were unable o exercise their
proper function of helping w desermine ehe national interest, This rale
was assumed by Bismarck who did not hesitate to label any opposition
which he encountered as unpatriotic and lractious.

i



The deputies

Secondly, the prestige of the Reichstag was diminished by che lack of
abslicy on the part of the majority al dcpuli-:: and by the unrepresentative
nature of their social origins. The bower classes were effectively prevented
from becoming deputies by the device of not paying them a salary. In the
15705 a high properion of deputies came from the upper middle class
and the landowners. [ncreasingly thereafeer their places were flled by
more professional politicians. Although there were some very able minds
amang the leaders of the political parties, the majoriry of the mnk and file
deputies had mediocee minds. They lacked the intellecrual abiliny and the
breadch of imagination 1o envisage a mare positive role for themselves
within the political life of the nation.

Political parties

Thirdly, palitical pareies in the Reichstag represented sectional inerests.
Not one of the main political parmies could claim o be 2 wruly natonal
party. The German Conservative party was the party of Prussianism, the
arsracracy and the landed interest. s main support came from the anea
cast of the river Elbe, The Free Conservatives drew support from both
landlords and industrialisis, Neither of these two parties was ever in a
position to command a majority in the Beichstag. The Natonal Liberal
party, which was the main supporter of unification in the lave 18605 and
of modernisation in the 1870z, drew irs support from the wealthy middle
class and higher officials. It was strong in Saxony, Hanover, Baden and
the industrial arcas of the Rhineland, bur weak elsewhere. The Centre
party represented Catholic interests and had support in the south, the
Rhineland, Silesia and the Polish pravinces. Of these parties, the National
Liberals and the Centre had the broadest bases of support but the
National Liberals were divided and in decline after 1879 and the Centre
could only ever speak on behalf of one section of the German people. In
the 18805 the fragmentation of politics grew worse as the socialist Social
Democratic party (the SPD) steracted an increasing number of working-
class vores and the middle-chass vore was divided between the National
Liberals and the Freisinnige party.

In these circumstances it is nog surprising that many Germans saw the
Reichsrag as symbolising the conflicy of interests and the antagonism
herween parties that were destructive of national unity, It was lefi 1o the
executive to derermine and o represent what were considered to be the
wrue inreresis of the natson.

The education system

The education sysiem did not provide a means of escape from the poverty
and degradation of working-clss life in the citics. Germany had the maost
developed state system of elementary education of any country in Europe.
Diue 1o the cstablishment of state elementary schools in most German
states in the 18ch century, Germany had the highest rate of literacy in
Eurape; its economic sucoess was partly due o this. Many Prussian
conservatives feared that the cducation of the children of peasants and
warkers would be subversive of the hierarchical social structure, but, in
fact, the schiool system reinforced it. [n elementary schools the emphasis
of teaching was on order and discipline and obedience 1o aushority. The
inclusion of history in the carriculum after 1870 was designed w0 nunure
“pationalistic young Germans' by concentrating on the glares of recent
German history. The organisation of the school system did not encourage
or facilitate upward social mabilicy, Only an elementary education was
availshle 1o the children of the peasanes and the working class. Secondary
education, which was the rouse o higher qualifications and social
advancement, was far oo expensive for working-class families. Craig
{1981) has written that the educarion system was “siructured in a way
thar effectively kept the masses in cheir place’.

L



The rise of the Soclal Democratic party (SPD) - the Sociali
Social and economic change added ro the rensions and n:-nﬂifti:li:t Py
German society. Despite the effors of the churches and the availability of
!rdl_!m:mn, the conflices grew in intensity, particularly during the 1880s.
['his was refleceed in the rise of the Socialist party, which was regarded by
GL‘.J'M:IJ&}"!- rulers as the greatest threat to the unity and cohesion of the
Reich that they had 5o far encouncered. Bismarck afier 1879 became
increasingly obsessed with the apparent threat posed by the SPD) as the
party continued to gain in strength despite his efforts o suppress it. The
rise of the SPD with its revolutionary philosophy undermined many of
the Ezfiul'llpiil,]d'li. on which the 1871 constirution had been based ,
especially the idea that the masses could be relied upon w !ill-]'J[H'l';'l the
monarchy. The presence of a sizeable group of depuries in the Reichsiag
who d-!:iﬂ:ll'ldﬂ.'l greater democracy and parliamentary conirol over the
excoutive greatly exacerbated the inherent contradicrion in Bismarck’s
constiturion herween monarchical power and paramentary rule. Ir was a
conflict thar could not be resolved by Bemarck's usual techniques of
threats and concessions, The way in which Germany's rulers dealr with
the SPD), therefore, was the main test of how well they coped with the
consequences of sockl and economic change. -

Political reform
Ohnce the constitution of 1871 had been introduced no provision wis

made to keep it under review. In the contexl of a sociery which was
undergoing rapid social and cconomic change and in which the context
of political debare was shifting, this was a serious emission. The Reichstag
elecrions of the 18805 were «ill conducted on the basis of the clectoral
boundaries drawn up in 1871, despite the face that there had been
significant changes in che distribugion of the population. The result was

that the Reichstag became increasingly LRrEpIEsERiative.

Restatement of the Kaiser's power. Few attempes were made by Bismarck
tis reform the system of governmene, despire the growing pressure far
change. Such changes & were made were intended 1o sirengthen
monarchical power. In 1882, for esample, a royal decree reierated che
position thar the Kaiser was persomally responsible for the direction of his
povernment’s policy and that civil servants were hound by their carth of
layalty to the monarch o support thar palicy. Although primarily of
symbeolic importance this decree was, nevertheless, a reminder to the
increasingly fractious Reichsiag that royal power was & permanent realiry.



Economic and social change, 1871-30

One of the driving forces behind the unification of
Germany in the years before 1870 was the expansion of
trade and industry across the frontiers of the separare states
and the growth of a middle class which could see
unification as bringing positive economic benefits to the
business world. After unificarion, which created a large
internal market within the new Reich, German industry
continued to grow and 1o expand irs trade with the ourside
world. This cxpansion of industey and the wealth it created
helped to lay the foundations for the growing military
power of the Reich. Economic change, however, also
\stimulated far-reaching changes in German society.

INDUSTRIAL EXPANSION

The rapid growth in output, which had been a feature of
the German economy in the 1850s and 18605, continued
antil 1873, In that year German businesses, in commaon
with those in other industrialised nations, suffered a serious
slump in which many companies failed, prices began to
fall, unemployment began to rise and wages were forced
down. In the view of some cconomic historians, the
collapse of 1873 was the start of a ‘Great Depression’
which lasted uneil 1896, In some respects it is true that the
economic conditions in which businesses were operating
were bess favourable in chis period than they had been in
the previous rwenty years, Prices continued o fall and
profits were reduced. On the other hand, industrial outpuc
had recovered to its 1873 level by 1876 and thereafter
continued 1o rise. Berween 1870 and 1890 the output of
the key commodities of an industrialised nation — coal,
iron and steel — all increased by leaps and bounds. Coal
output, for example, more than doubled; pig-iron
production increased by almost three times; and steel
production showed a phenomenal rare of expansion,

growing by a factor ot almose chireeen. The main (serman
centres of industry at this time, espedially the Rubr valley
and Silesia, were booming,.

New industries. Germany also became a world leader in the
newer chemnical and elecerical industries. The Germans had
significant advantages in these helds which were exploired
o the full. Technical and saence educarion in Germany
was given d higher prionty than in many other countries,
notably Great Britain, In 1870, for example, there were
mone science graduates at just one Crerman university —
Munich - than the wial number of science graduates from
all English wniversities. Germany had abundane reserves of
coal and potash which became the basis for numerous
chemical preducts which were discovered by German
scientists in the last decades of the 19%ch century. By the
1890s Germany had established a virmual world monopoly
in the production of synthetic dyes, artificial fibres, some
photographic marerials, some drugs, plastics and new
m:Fll:m'm In the elecrrical J‘mM, alses, German frms such
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as Siemens were Jeading the way in the production of such
things as dynamos,

Cartels. Oine nocable feature of this phase of Germany's
industrial expansion was the emergence of cartels. As
companies grew in size, a relagvely small number of
companies were ahle 1o exercise a disproportionate
influence aver the marker. Federations of the leading hirms
within an industry — or cartels — could rake this process
one step further by establishing a monopoly position
through which they were able 1o control prices. In the
wrading conditions of this period, with growing
international competition and generally falling prices, the
pressure to create cartels was almost overwhelming and,
indeed, the process was encouraged by the government. In
1875 there were eight cartels in Germany; by 1885 there
were abour 90, These federations of firms gave
manufacturers considerable power within the marker place
burt they also increased their polinical inHuence, Pressure
for tariffs 1o protect German manufacturers by artificially
raising prices was exerted hy the carrels. E



AGRICULTURE

After 1873 there was 2 long-term decline in agricultural
prices and, consequently, in the incomes of farmers and
landowners, This siuation was exacerbared by the series of
bad harvests in the late 1870s. The building of new
railways and roads broke down the isolarion of rural
communitics and exposed farmers to competition from
ousside. The result was that a growing number of peasants
ahandoned agriculture and moved to the industrial rowns.
On the other hand, the growth of the towns and the
protection given to German grain growers after 1879 did
create opportunitics for the more enterprising farmers w
supply food to a growing domestic marker. Farm
machinery and fertilisers were beginning o become )
available and those farmers who had the money to invest in
such innovations could, and did, raise cheir yields
considerably. More than 4 million acres of land were
brought under cultivation berween 1880 and 19HHD

SOCIAL CHANGES

Urbanisation. Germany experienced rapid population
rowth during these yeass, nsing from approximarely 41
million in 1871 1o over 49 million in 1890. There was also
sjg_njﬁcant internal migj ation of the population. In 1871
nearly 64 per cent of the population lived in the
countryside bur by 1890 this figure had fallen 1o 57.5 per
cent and would continue 1o fall over the next owenry vears,
Although Germany still had a much higher proportion of
its population livieg in nural areas and working in
agricultuse than other industrialised narions such as Grear
Britain, the wend rowards a more urban society was clear.
Many peasants left their farms for the rowns even
though they did not travel more than a few miles from
their birthplaces.
Many moved from the eastern provinces of Prussia to
Berlin and the industrial towns of the Ruhr valley.
Even in the 1860 two-thirds of the adule male
population of Berlin had been born ourside the ciry.
The Krupp factories in Essen atvracted thousands of
peasants sons, forced to leave their family farms by the
dedline of peasant agriculture.
[n Bochum, a town which was almost entarely the
creation of the industrial revolution, the needs for labour
were met by a large-scale influx of Polish peasants from

Prussia’s eastemnm provinces.

mnwﬂl of cities
Population i 1875 1890

Ferfin 9670000 1.588m
1871 41.05m [hasseldoel  B1,000 145,000
18ED 42.23m Hamburg 265,006 324,000
1890 4942m plunich 193,000 349,000

Leipsig 127000 295,000

Middle class. Mew wealth was being generated very rapidly
in the growing industrial cities and the main benchciaries
of this process were the middle class. For the dynamic
entreprencur there was a great deal of money to be made
and people like Werner Siemens, Emul Rathenau, August
Thyssen, William Cuno and Carl Furstenberg buile up
great industrial, commercial and financial empires. The
middle class, in general, expenenced a long-term upward
trend in their incomes which was reflected in the building
of comfortable middle-class homes and the rise of the large
depariment stores catering for a largely middle-dass
clientele. Some chose to spend their wealth on ostentatious
country homes thar could rival the grand mansions of the
aristocracy in their size and opulence. The Krupps, for
example, buile their Villa Hugel in the 1870s on the
southern fringe of Essen. The Oppenheim family from
Berlin bought a country estate in Pomerania and adopeed
the aristocratic title of the “Oppenheims zu Rheinfeld”.
This process of upward social mobility for the middle class
could be seen in the inerease in the number of middle-class
officers within the army, traditionally an exclusively
aristocratic preserve, There were, however, limits to social
advancement for the middle class. Elite regiments in the
army retained an aristocratic monopoly within their ofhcer
COIps. The civil service was seill dominared |::|"|" the fuﬂk:m
and, in social and political life, the Junker elite maintained
the barriess berween aristocracy and ‘nouveau riches’,



Working class. At the other end of the social scale life for

the growing working class in the industrial cities had few

of the benefits deriving from the rapid creation of wealth.

The raw staristics showing a long-term rising trend in the

value of real wages indicare thar, in general, the German

working class did experience an increase in their living
standards in the kst decades of the 19cth cenmury. These
figures, however, disguise the fact that there were wide
variations in wage levels — coal miners, for example, tended

1o be better paid than many others — and that there were a

large number of familics whose standard of living was

below the poverty line. The cities grew so rapidly in many
cases that, in the shore term, there was a desperate housing
shortage.

* In Berlin in 1871, for example, 10,000 people were
classified as homeless.

* Most working-class families had 1o spend abour 25 per
cent of their income on accommaodation, for which they
recetved a one or two-roomed flat.

» Working conditions were equally brutal: a ten or mwelve-
hour day, six days per week, was the norm in conditions
that were often unhealthy and dangerous.

* In the 1880s in Germany’s larger cities the average life
expectancy was below 40 years.

Within this overall picture, however, there were variations.

Some employers such as the Krupps of Essen were more

enlightened and provided welfare benetits for their

empovess,

The countryside. Although the pace of change was much
slower in the countryside than in the cities, even in the
villages and small towns of the rural heartland sociery was
undergoing change. The problems of agriculiure have
already been mentioned and the effects of the difficulries
experienced by farmers were fele by landowners also,
although in different degrees.

Landowners. Fconomically, the position of the Junker
landowners was being undermined during the last quarcer
of the 19th cenmry. Falling incomes from agriculrure bed
to growing indebtedness for many Junker families. The
smaller the estate, and the further east it was situared, the
greater the level of debr. The resule was thar many Junker
landowners were forced o sell cheir estaves, either o the
newly rich middle-class familics from the cities or, in
Prussia’s eastern provinces, to Polish landowners. 5o
alarmed was the Prussian government ar the number of
estates which were being boughe by Poles char in 1886 a
fund was established to purchase bankrupt German estares
and sell them to German migrants. Another sign of the
Junkers’ economic difficulties was the growing level of rax
evasion by landowners, a practice which was more
comman in the eastern provinees than clsewhere.

Junker predominance. The political and social
predominance of the Junkers, however, remained as strong
as ever. On the grear estares in east Prussia the hierarchy of
the pre-industrial age remained in place, supported by the
legal rights and privileges of the Junkers. Local government
was in the hands of an appointed official, the Landrar, who
was always the son of a Junker who had gained a degrec in
law. Tax evasion went largely unchecked because these
officials could be relied upon to show favouritism to their
relatives. Their political influence was also maintained. As
late as the early | 9005 the Prussian Landrag contained 161
representatives from a landowning background and only

17 from trade and indusrry.

Peasants. Peasants and rural artisans were among the worst
casualties of the economic changes thar occurred during
this period. The size of Germany and the variations
berween the regions make generalisations diffeule o
sustain but the rural depopulation which affected all areas
of the country reflected the struggle for peasant farmers to
make a living ot of agriculture. Although fendal dues
were a thing of the past many peasants were still indebted
10 their landlords through compensation payments. in the
grear estates there was no chance of social mobiliy.
Peasants stayed in their places and the only escape from
this rigid hierarchical strucrure was 1o mave away.
Although railways and roads reached into rural Germany
and brought eurside influences and factory-made goods,
rural isolarion was still a feamure of the more remote arcas
of eastern Prussia, Wurttemberg and Bavaria in the sonith.
As lage as 1910, 40 per cent of the population lived in
closely-knit communities of fewer than 2000 people. Local
anel regional loyalties remained strong,

[ KEY FACT ]

peudal dues. Thes wene the
svicrs and payments which
qsants were obliged eo pive
s their landlords. They were
fiest in:m-all'ﬁ‘l in the Middle

Ages



THE CONSEQUENCES OF SOCIAL AND
ECONOMIC CHANGE

* In the growing industrial cities and in the coal-mining
regions, the effect of poor working conditions and
unhealthy living conditions was the growth of social
unrest. One indicator of this phenomenon was the rise
of the trade-union movement; another was the increase
in support for the new Socialist party. Both of these
movements provided a means through which the
industrial working class could make an impact on
Germany's political life.

* Independent farmers and rural craftworkers were among
other groups which suffered from the economic changes

of these years. Priding themselves on their

industriousness, their sobriety and their piety, they were

left feeling bewildered and discontented by the
undermining of their economic position caused by
falling prices and the influx of cheap, factory-made
goods, Until the 18805 these people, especially those
who were Protestanis living in northern Germany, had
vated for the National Liberal party, but these ties were
beginning to weaken. By the 1890s a new social and
political phenomenon, the Mittelstand, had begun to

make its presence felt in Germany.

* In the 1880s, also, Germany cxperienced the rise of anti-

Semitism as a distince political force. Many of the
victims of the agricultural depression and of the

industrial revolution focused on the Jews as the cause of

their difficulties. In the 1880s, abourt 45 per cent the

banking system was owned by Jews. Many of the chain

stores with which small shopkeepers had o compete
were owned by Jews. Many of the horse dealers with

whom peasant farmers did business were Jewish, as were

some of the prominent politicians within the Narional
Liberal party. Jewish entreprencurs were increasingly

accused of profiteering from the agricultural depression,
Some sections of the press played upon these prejudices.

In Wurtemberg, for example, Catholic newspapers

would print the names of any Jew who had been found
guilty of a criminul offence in bold type. Although anti-

Semitism as a political force did not make its full
presence felt until the 1890s, the foundations of this
were being laid in the 1880s.

n

Mittelstand. The rerm
means ‘middle rank’,
Members of the Migeleand
included fasmers, small
thopkeepers and astisns who
were economicaly
independent bur vulnerable

10 cconomic change.
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| and Germany became one of the
wages and better conditions. They also increasingly voted in Reichssa

5 a leading mdustrial nation by
an society in many ways, leadin

ass and an increasingly discontent

leading industrialists saw political stability

% the best guarantee of their future prosperity, and formed an alliance with
the aristocratic landowners (known as Junkers) to support the Kaiser's rule,

Workers, on the other hand, formed trade unionst
paigned for greater democracy

become the largest
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become an increash

German economy grew rapidly after 18
most powerful states withis Furope, und wa
1900 Industrialisation transformed Germ

10 the emergence of a wealthy middle <l
representing different interest groups. The result was

and soctal change. By 1912, the SPD had

in the Reichstag and Germany had
both soaally and polaically. No political

working class. Many of Germuay
broadly based, and palitics became fra
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